
 Feuer 1 
 

Jonathan Carl Feuer, Ph.D 
 

Research Institute of Korean Studies (RIKS), Korea University 

145 Anam-ro, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul 02841, Republic of Korea 

Tel: +82-2-3290-1610~1613  

jonathancarlfeuer@gmail.com 

Website: jonathancfeuer.com 
 

 

EMPLOYMENT______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2026-present Korea University—Seoul, Republic of Korea 

   -Research Professor, Research Institute of Korean Studies 

 

2025-2026 University of Hong Kong—Hong Kong SAR, China 

   -Postdoctoral Fellow, Centre of Buddhist Studies        

 

2023-2025 Yale University—New Haven, CT, USA 

   -Postdoctoral Associate, Council on East Asian Studies          

 

EDUCATION           _____________________________________________________________ 

 

2023  Ph.D. in Asian Languages and Cultures, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA, USA   

     

2017  M.A. in Religious Studies, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, USA    

                         

2014  B.A. Cum Laude in English, Manhattan College, Bronx, NY, USA   

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS           ______ 

 

2026-2027  Korea University Pony Chung Fellowship 

 

2022-2023  ALCS Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Dissertation Fellowship in Buddhist Studies 

 

2022   Richard and Gerrie Leeds International Graduate Travel Fellowship 

 

2021-2022  Fulbright Open Study Research Award, South Korea 

 

2021   UCLA International Institute Dissertation Fieldwork Fellowship 

 

2020   UCLA Graduate Summer Research Mentorship Grant 

 

2018   Korea Foundation Fellowship for Korean Language Training 

 

PUBLICATIONS             ________________________________________________________ 

 

Feuer, Jonathan C. “Korean Buddhism at a Crossroads: The Study of Korean Buddhism in the 21st 

Century.” Journal of the American Academy of Religions [UNDER REVIEW]. 
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Feuer, Jonathan C. “Does Enlightenment Occur Suddenly or Gradually?: Zen Buddhism’s Lessons for 

Artificial Intelligence and Learning” in Philosophies of Education in Asia [UNDER REVIEW].  

Feuer, Jonathan C. “Great Master Ch’ŏngdam (1902-1971) and the Making of Modern Korean 

Buddhism.” in Routledge Handbook of Korean Religions [UNDER REVIEW]. 

Feuer, Jonathan C. “Rethinking Korean Buddhism in the Park Chung Hee Era (1961-1979).” Religion 

Compass, Vol. 20, Issue 1, (2026). http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/rec3.70043 

Feuer, Jonathan C. "The Korean Buddhist Military Chaplaincy and Modern "State-Protection" Buddhism: 

A Study of the Mass Military Faith Promotion Movement." Journal of Korean Religions 13, no. 2 

(2022): 117-147. doi:10.1353/jkr.2022.0009. 

 

Book Reviews 

 

Feuer, Jonathan C. [Review of the book New Perspectives in Modern Korean Buddhism: Institution, 

Gender, and Secular Society]. Seoul Journal of Korean Studies 36, no.1 (2023).  

 

 

ACADEMIC TALKS          _______________________________________________________ _ 

 

Invited Lectures 

 

2026   The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong  

   -“Buddhist Ethics and the Modern State in East Asia” 

 

2026  Dongguk University, Seoul, South Korea 

-“한국 불교 군종 제도: 폭력인가?” (The Korean Buddhist Military 

Chaplaincy: Is it violence?) [in Korean] 

  

2025  James Joo-Jin Kim Center Korean Studies Colloquium, University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, PA, USA 

   -“Buddhism and Violence?: The Korean Buddhist Military Chaplaincy.”  

 

Conference Participation             

 

2026   American Academy of Religion (AAR) Annual Meeting, Denver, CO, USA 

   -Panel Organizer: “Korean Religions in the Age of AI” [FORTHCOMING] 

 

2025  American Academy of Religion (AAR) Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, USA 

-“Noteworthy Trends and Developments in English-language Scholarship on 

Korean Religions in the Past Twenty-Five Years” 

 

2025   Buddhism and The Cold War Conference, University of British Columbia, Canada   

-“Korean Buddhist Chaplains and the Vietnam War”  

 

2024   American Academy of Religion (AAR) Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, USA 

-Panel Organizer: “Global Korean Buddhism: Transnational and Trans-

denominational Change.” 

http://doi.org/10.1353/jkr.2022.0009
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2023   American Academy of Religion (AAR) Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, USA 

-“A true soldier should be Buddhist’: Korean Buddhism’s Exceptional Place in the 

South Korean Military” 

 

2023   AAS-in-Asia Conference, Daegu, South Korea 

-“The Korean Buddhist War in Vietnam: Buddhist Chaplains and Transnational 

Buddhist Modernization”  

 

2022   International Association of Buddhist Studies (IABS) Conference, Seoul, South Korea 

-“The South Korean Buddhist Chaplaincy: Buddhist Militarism, Violence, and 

Freedom” 

 

2021   UC Berkeley’s Teaching East Asia in the Humanities Conference, Virtual Conference. 

-“Teaching Writing Through Buddhism: Writing in the Disciplines in UCLA’s 

Department of Asian Languages and Cultures” 

 

2021   Association for Asian Studies’ (AAS) Annual Conference, Virtual Conference. 

   -“The ‘De-colonization’ of Korean Buddhism: The Buddhist Military Chaplaincy” 

 

2020   Southwest Conference on Asian Studies, Virtual Conference. 

   -“The ‘De-colonization’ of Korean Buddhism: The Buddhist Military Chaplaincy” 

 

2019   Woodenfish Conference on Buddhist Monasticism, Hong Kong 

   -“Hyeshim and Korean Buddhism’s Relationship with the Koryŏ Military Regime” 

 

Departmental Talks 

 

2026  The University of Hong Kong Centre of Buddhist Studies Lecture Series, Hong Kong  

   -“Korean Buddhist Chaplains in the Vietnam War (1955-1975)” 

 

2023  Yale Council on East Asian Studies Postdoctoral Associates Lecture Series, New Haven, 

CT, USA 

-“Buddhism, Violence, and ‘State-Protection’: Understanding the South Korean 

Buddhist Military Chaplaincy”  

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE                   

 

2025-2026 Guest Lecturer, University of Hong Kong—Hong Kong SAR, China 
   -Course titles: Buddhist Ethics, Anthropology of Buddhism  

 

2024  Postdoctoral Associate/Lecturer, Yale University—New Haven, CT, USA     
      -Course title: Buddhism and Violence (designed and taught) 
 

2019-2021 Teaching Fellow, UCLA—Los Angeles, CA, USA              
   -Course titles: Introduction to Buddhism, Korean Buddhism. 
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2017  Lecturer, Rutgers University—New Brunswick, NJ, USA                
-Course title: Introduction to Korean Literature in Translation (designed and taught)  

 

2016-2017 Teaching Assistant, Rutgers University—New Brunswick, NJ, USA        
Course titles: Religions of Asia, Intro to Korean Culture, Korean Language in Culture. 

 

2014-2015 English Language Teacher, EIE Institute—Suwon, South Korea         
   -ESL teacher at private school for grade school students. 
 

 

ACADEMIC AND PUBLIC SERVICE           

 

2026-present American Academy of Religions (AAR), Korean Religions Unit, Steering Committee 

Member    

 

2026  Sacred Writes Training Program Participant       
      -Four-month program training scholars of religion in producing public scholarship 
 

2025 Undergraduate Senior Thesis Advisor, Department of East Asian Languages and 

Literatures, Yale University 

 

2025 Korea Society, Kim Koo Fellow 

 

2025-present Reviewer for Politics, Religion & Ideology (2 manuscripts)     

          

2024-present Reviewer for Religions (10+ manuscripts)          

 

 

LANGUAGES________________________________________________________________________ 

 

English: native 

Korean: fluent 

Japanese: intermediate 

Classical Chinese: reading knowledge 

  

REFERENCES_ _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dr. Robert E. Buswell Jr. (Ph.D Advisor) 

Professor Emeritus of Buddhist Studies 

Department of Asian Languages and Cultures 

UCLA 

buswell@humnet.ucla.edu 

 

Dr. Hwansoo Kim (Ph.D Committee Member, Postdoctoral Mentor) 

Associate Professor 

Department of Religious Studies 

Yale University 

hwansoo.kim@yale.edu 
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Dr. Catherine Hardie (Postdoctoral Advisor) 

Assistant Professor  

Centre of Buddhist Studies 

The University of Hong Kong 

cehardie@hku.hk 

 

 


